-"i'.-r||
I
I

I iy

: - Nelﬁefl'r”'

ecembe

Itis always a great surprise to discover that aspproach the end of the very long Christm
term we are essentially at the half-way point ia #itademic year. At this time of year | find |
myself reading reports and reviewing examinaticatgs and generally gauging the perform-|
ance of the students in all the Year groups. Atstiiae time the school is filled with the soun
of beautifully sung carols, amazing music and ktjglit up Christmas trees — we even having '
a singing tree in the Intermediate School. It'sanderful time of year and although the schoc

is frenetic and busy, it is also warm and full ehsonal cheer. '

| have a great deal to tell you about in this nettst. | know that for most of us it has been a| -
difficult year, full of uncertainty and anxiety. lias been the same for every School Board in| -
the country. The preparations for Christmas wereetones blighted by the fearful press re-
ports in the lead up to the budget. Now that Thdd®t is over | can say that in some respec
for the school anyway, we can breathe a sigh ddfridat the pupil/teacher ratio has not bee
altered — it remains 20:1 and the Government hastroduced further savage cuts to our
budget. Nonetheless, we remain in straitened tameswe are still subject to difficult operatin
conditions. | fear a climate of further disruptionthe new calendar year and am anxious abg
increased industrial action. | want to take thipanpunity to thank you for your support during
the first days of industrial action and to remiraiyall that the staff, the BOM and the BOG a| .
committed to working together in order to minimaldisruption to learning as far as possible
Our priority is to support the examination yearsrash as possible. | will, of course, keep yq .
informed as and when | hear of proposed actioroodgime.

Exams and Reports

Considering the exams and reports, this is the ton&aking stock, setting new targets and, ir
some cases, making amends and correcting mist@kes | am the only person who reads

every report and looks closely at every grade ghesxam, | do have a wide overview and |

can put things in perspective. In all truth, theagrmajority of the students in the secondary
school have performed extremely well and gainedegahat both reflect their ability and ac-
curately represent consistent hard work and préparal hese students are building up a sub
stantial platform for future success. For you, aepts, may | make a suggestion about goin
through the reports with your sons and daughtess9oly go through the reports please do ng
just look only at the negatives. We, as parentsteachers, sometimes are drawn to the C or|D
or the odd 2 and 3 grades for Effort and we misshily picture. See the report in the round apd
praise as much as possible. This is as true'tofegars as it is for First Years.

~—t

In the case of the exam classe §&d &' remember especially that although half the yesr H .
gone by, we still have 5 important months to goe Thristmas exams are merely stepping | .
stones and a snapshot of performance. Moreouveiié are lessons to be learnt, it is better to,
learn them now before the mocks so that adjustneamtde made. For th& & ears attention
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must also turn to the CAO and picking appropriaterses. So while there are many lessons te
be learned, there is plenty of time to addressissyes. The worst response is to ignore some
of the messages or to clam up and lose confiddradk.to us, contact the AAs and keep posi-
tive.



Study Skills

We will be arranging a study skills day in earlyJary for the §, 5" and 6" Years — probably around the™danuary. This will
take the form of note-taking techniques, how tasewand how to focus on examination technique. Weaeus these sessions
in particular areas for students who feel they rieedwant support. The programme will, | feelJhee-focus minds and build

confidence

H1N1 Vaccination Programme for All Children

Just a brief update on the H1N1 situation. The H&&advised the Department for Education and Seitfrat its vaccination
programme against this pandemic is moving to grsariall children from 5 years to 18 years inclesiVhe HSE has started
vaccinating children in these age boundaries fraxodinber and hopes to complete the process early B(1as just been con-
firmed that the vaccination team will visit SuttBark on Wednesday January"1Zhe vaccination process is not compulsory, it
is just a service that you can choose to use ifsmwish. | will remind everyone early next termt i you wish to avail of the
service, write the date in your diary.

Carol Concerts and Carol Service

It is sometimes said to me, usually by people whaat know the school at all, what is your ethob®Ts a complex question
and this is not the time to answer it fully excepsay that Sutton Park stands for many thingsfesigrs in my view truly ex-
ceptional, articulate, well-balanced and confideming men and women. If you want to see at firsidhiie powerful forces
that bind this school together there is no betggrootunity than to attend one of the Christmasdterénces on Friday f®e-
cember. Most of the whole school community are ime@. Teachers, children and students have beekimgpclosely together
to produce quite amazing productions. It is not fhe quality that inspires and instructs, it's W&y everyone works together in
such a supportive and constructive way. The holrstearsal and work that go into every 5 minut¢ should not be underes-
timated and | know that everyone who attends ajgescthis aspect of the school’s work.

If you were unable to attend the Evening Serviclamvth Church this year we have arranged for tlog@mme to be put on a
DVD. It will cost only 15 Euro and will make a dgfitful present or just a record of a beautiful éxtbat you will treasure for
many years. You will be able to purchase theseeaeRtion in the new year.

Charity Events

One area of the school that strikes me especittlyistime is the culture of giving and the awasof the needs of others that
exists at the heart of our community. In a receseably, for instance, we announced the followimarity initiatives: A Col-
lection for the Jack and Jill Foundation, The ami®\&° appeal and d"6Year appeal for an orphanage in South Africa. Heee
brief word on all three.

Jack & Jill Foundation

A mobile phone collection for the Jack and Jill Rdation set up to support the children and famiieterminally ill children
has so far encouraged children in the Primary Sshoadonate 300 old mobile phones. If you havernabile phones at home
or the children and students in your house reced@we ones over Christmas, can | urge you to briegitinto school in January.
We want to reach the 500 mark by early January.

SVP Collection

Mr Walsh wants me to thank you all for your genégoand support for the SVP collection. The bageehlaeen stacked up in a
number of areas throughout the school and the wlisramazing.

Suitcase for South Africa

Olga Gargon, our Head Girl, has carried on a tieulistarted by Lara Taylor [last year'$ Bear] of collecting a suitcase of
presents to take to South Africa and give to ckiddn an orphanage. This initiative, entirely rumd &hampioned by the stu-



dents, is testimony not only to a wide awarenesh@heeds of the disadvantaged in the world, beaflection of an urge to act
rather than stand passively by.

There is one further event | should mention. Sudias Rugby Club have organised a “Charity Walk vidtigby Legends” to
take place on the #@ecember. The walk starts at 11 am at Suttonid¥@, §oes up to the Summit Inn and then down to-Find
laters Pub, before finishing again at Suttonian€ RFhe club have agreed that 25% of the proceésisdrdy Sutton Park stu-
dents will go into the school’s fundraising accosatcan | urge you all to support this fun dayadtiyare around Howth over the
holiday period. For further details and the latestvs and information consuliww.thefatturkeywalk.com

PTA NEWS

Undoubtedly it is a distinctive feature of our sochthat we have a committed, energetic and dynd&ili&. Most of you will
have seen the wonderful hampers displayed in tloe®Ri®n Area. Some of the proceeds will go towahhésRed Cross Relief
Fund and some will go towards PTA funds in gendralget an idea of the kinds of projects suppobiethe PTA you will see
a significant project come to fruition in early Jany.

The Playground resurfacing at the front of the prophas now started and will be completed earlJainuary. This project had
been held up due to technical difficulties andititeeased expense of developing that particular kam delighted to announce
that due to the considerable generosity of oneljawe have been able to progress the project viielad of schedule. When |
think of the support we have had in recent yeamnfindividual families in developing our sciencbdaimproving our com-
puter infrastructure in all areas of the schoohtdbuting to the library and now this, | am bottiremely grateful and moved.
On behalf of the Governors and all the staff, | itarpass on our thanks to everyone who contribtdedmuch needed and
much appreciated project.

On January 28the PTA have booked the Hallelujah Gospel Chojserform in the School Hall. If you have not hachance
to see this magnificent choir this is really an opipnity to experience something really speciatk&ts will be available from
Reception on January “L1Look out for signs around the school for furthgormation. Prices are:

20 Euro for an adult ticket
10 Euro for a child

50 Euro for a Family Ticket.

Art and Photography/ Photomontage Competition &iBixion

Timed to coincide around the Hallelujah Gospel €haiisit, the PTA have also sponsored a Whole 8tAot and Photogra-
phy/ Photomontage Competition & Exhibition takingge on the 2BJanuary until the 28January. All students and children in
the school have been invited to take a photogragtaimt a picture on a theme determined by Mr Timshand Miss Houlihan.

If you want to encourage the creative spirit over lholiday here are the themes for the Seconddrgdbstudents:

Natural Wonders
Belonging/ Cherish

Doors

Try to encourage your sons and daughters to gehied. All entries should be submitted by Januar¥). 2e would prefer A4 size
and no more than 3 prints. All the work must be thdents’ own.

There are two categoried, 2" and ¥ Year and &, 5" and &' Year.



The pictures and photographs will be displayed magdhe school and all parents and interested gasiiebe able to purchase
them at the end of the weekend. All proceeds wiltgthe PTA funds. Primary School staff will deténe the themes for the
Junior and Intermediate schools. Again we will pdevfurther information early next term, and plebsik out for notices
around the school.

Celebration of Success this Term

It always gives me real pleasure to celebrate thst@anding successes that take place every teButetn Park. This term has
been no exception and in every sphere of schaoktime of our students have again performed dtiginest levels.

Junior Spider Awards Best Web Application 2009

| have just received notice that Connor Scully Adam Keilthy have won the Best Web Application gatey of the Eircom
Junior Science Awards. The award ceremony tookepdé¢he Eircom HQ in Dublin on the1®ecember. These two students
initially entered the project in the Young Scien@ompetition in January 2007, but the projectlwsn winning top awards
ever since.

Opening of The Samuel Beckett Bridge

If you have not already seen the pictures captutigmagnificent event please look at the webghda. Design and Technical
Graphics ¥ Year students were the only students to be invitetis prestigious opening ceremony by the Lomlydt of Dub-
lin. They were given VIP treatment throughout tlag dnd shown around the new National Concert Hdllublin. | understand
from Mr Timmons that they were selected becaughefmpression they made during an earlier visthwbridge. They had a
wonderful time — well done to everyone involved.

High Achiever Awards at the Royal Irish Academy

On the very same day of the opening of the newgerid Dublin, | was lucky enough to be invited toeTNational Gallery of
Ireland to hear a concert performed by the higAebievers throughout Ireland in Music, Speech anania. Christopher Ellis
1S was chosen to perform at the entrance to the&pplaying before Mary McAleese and a host beotignitaries. It was a
wonderful evening and a real showcase for the defphusical talent in this country. What struck wes the enormous dedica-
tion and commitment it takes to be a high achiévemny field.

Winner of Design a Logo for Tidy Towns 2009

Emma Ryan in 8 Year won First Prize in this competition. Her gntras chosen above the submissions for all lodadais and
will be the logo you see on the signs in this areer the next few months.

French Debates

For many years now Madame Bardel has been orggritseanch Debating Teams from Sutton Park who aehgaraordinary
success in competitions with local schools. ThéaAlle Francaise, the cultural service of the Fréhobassy, sponsor these
events and they offer our students the opportuaitevelop their French to a high level. Here igdisiae’s report on this team’s
performance.

Our French debaters argued remarkably well thisifumt They spoke to a variety of motions includime Education system
does not prepare us for life and opposing a matigoporting wearing school uniform. Congratulatitm®aul Hughes,
Adrianna Piedrafita and particularly our dear twirasira and Chris Hayes who, on separate nights,psiaas for being the best
speakers in the contest. Special thanks go to aptaih Chris Hayes who co-ordinated the team sb wel



Excellence in Sport

We have a number of High Achieving Sportsmen andnétoin the school at the moment and while moshefichievements
are mention in the sports report, | feel | shoukhtion one or two here.

Sarah Taaffe 3H is in the elite National Swimmirgu&d. Here the words dedication and commitmenseaecely appropriate.
Rising very early each morning [4am] and trainiatglinto the night, it is a wonder that this youlsuy is able to keep awake in
school let alone achieve a string of grade As inrbport. Whenever anyone tells me that they aretifand Exhausted”, |
think of this young lady ready to swim at 4:30 amad atill keeping up to date with all her work. Eadrdinary.

| have mentioned David Tobin — also in our thirduyand preparing for external exams- many timesrkdh the context of his
outstanding musical performances. In fact he haayd had two passions —Liverpool Football Club plaging Soccer and
playing the Violin. Well, David has recently beeziexted to play for the National Team at U16 levalvery impressive
achievement. He goes to Qatar in the Middle East @hristmas to undertake intensive training anolay in a tournament.
This means he will not be available to play in Glristmas Service. | am sure you will all join menishing him very success
during his trip.

The connecting thread between all of these studgmitgir ability to juggle an enormous workloaisdftime to practise and
perfect their chosen area of interest or talentfanradly their determination and self-motivatedwdri They are an example to us
all.

Sports Report

Girls Hockey Update 2009

Minor Girls’ Hockey

Our Minor Squad are competing in The Minor B leagukeinster. They were narrowly beaten 0-1 byd&iospital in their
firsr league match. They suffered a heavy defeat Andrews on Fri 27Nov. They were beaten 0-2 by Loreto Foxrock
away on Wed. ¥ December. We play Teresians at home at 2pm on @fedec.

In the Northside League which will commence aftéri€tmas our Minors have been drawn against, HalthFClontarf, Santa
Sabina & St Wolstan’s. We will also be enterinigam into The First Year Section of this leaguée Team will comprise our
First Year girls and a number of girls from Grade@ur First Years have been drawn against Sarie&& Mount Temple.

Junior Girls’ Hockey

In the Leinster B League SPS had a good 2-0 wimag8&t Mary’s Naas. Sutton Park have been conipeiit all their fix-
tures.but have been unable to secure any othetsgoinlate. They have played, Santa Sabina, Musl&d&/esley College in
their other fixtures.

Senior Girls’ Hockey

Our Senior Girls’ team are competing in the togleain Leinster. Our Girls were a little over-wineld by the step up in stan-
dard in the Premier League at the start of theoseal spite of gutsy performances against LoBxaufort, Alexander College,
Mount Anville they were unable to compete at tleael. Our first points of the season came agéliresKing’s Hospital School
with a credible 1-1 draw. The girls were extremeafucky in their next two matches against Holyl@killiney & Loreto
Foxrock. A thrilling game against Killiney saw &ut Park concede a late goal to be beaten 4-3hatléo endure a similar
fate against Loreto Foxrock where a last minutd gealed victory for the Foxrock side. Sutton Packool’s performances in
these most recent matches have been very encograigihauger well for the Northside League which belgin in earnest after
Christmas.



Minor Squad JuniorSquad SeniorSquad

Ysabel Pheifer (capt) Sarah Twaddell (capt) Lawe Sweeney(capt)
Sophie Gorman Sofie Lawless Laura White (capt)
Laura Rathjens Niamh Lowney Kerrie O’Leary
Dawn O’Donovan Madeline Christian Sile Stafford

Laura Carberry Ciara Kummert Laura Hayes
Marina Flynn Clodagh Gale Emma White
Christina Maldonado Aisling Kinsella Rebecca Cull
Zoe-Purser Doyle Dearbhla Lynch Shannen Price
Hazel Rogers Emma Reynolds Lucy Burns
Phoebe Tyrrell Ysabel Pheifer Nicola Hurley
Alice Ward Phoebe Tyrrell Sarah Twaddell
Emma Doherty Alice Ward Niamh Lowney
Cheyanne El Khouly Emma Doherty Ysabel Pheifer
Caoimhe Mc Namara Meghann Smyth Aisling Kinsella
Sarah Parker Laura Carberry Clodagh Gale
Meghann Smyth Caoimhe Mc Namara

Sarah Parker
Sofie Lawless
Nicola Hurley
Hazel Rogers

Boys’ Hockey Report

As we move towards the Christmas Break, the SRtk School Boys’ Hockey section are having a p@s29/10 season.
The U13 team have been defeated by King’s Hosaitdldrawn with Wesley. They are improving withwvmatch. The U.14
team have had great wins over Mount Temple ando&triba’s College. The Junior Squad have had tightthes with St.
Andrew’s and Wesley College. Our Senior Team haréopmed brilliantly with superb wins against Mourgmple and Kil-
kenny College. They shared the points with St.rands College in a thrilling match.

With all the boys’ teams playing Leinster “A” Divis1 League hockey , The Intermediate School teantiisg their defence of
The Leinster League Title & all the Cups still tays 2010 promises to be a very exciting year.

Badminton

This year all our teams are playing in DivisionfITbe School League after last season’s unprecedeniccess. Clearly, such a
step up in class takes time to adjust. Mrs Speaseabked me to single out two teams for speciaideration in this report: the
U19 Girls are up to the play off stage in their gea and the U16 Boys are approaching the semidiagle of their competi-
tion. This team have won all their matches so far.

Congratulations to our'6Year Girls’: Alex Horgan, Laura White, Kerrie O’agy, Marsha Ivory & Lily Spain on completing
The 5k Jingle Bells Run in the Phoenix Park on 5aDecember. All funds raised went to The Debra ®har

Dates for your Diary

Monday 11th January 1st and 4th Year Pdrbtasting 1:30—3:30pm
Thursday 28th January Hallelujah Gospel CReirformance. Starts at 7:30 pm
February 24th —5th March Senior School Mock Exéon8rd and 6th Years

Monday 22nd March 3rd and 6th Year Paraacher Meetings 1:30—3:30 pm



Intermediate School

Message from Liam Burns, Intermediate School Pripail

Christmas is traditionally a very busy and excitiimge in school and this year is no exception.ohildren are in the throes of
preparation for the Christmas play, many are in@dlin practices for the Carol Service and genethbye is a great buzz about
the place. May | draw some important matters tar ytention.

Primary Science Fair 2010

| must start by looking forward to a major evemt fintermediate School in January. As you are awerdave tried to give
Science a prominent position in our curriculum amith that in mind, we submitted an application ifeclusion in the Primary
School version of the BT Young Scientist exhibitiarthe RDS. | am delighted to report that ourgmreal has been accepted
and we will be exhibiting our project on “Lighth@ss on Thursday 14January at what is known as the “Primary Science
Fair”. The Science element of our display will lmnducted by our Grade 6 class while both Gradewl4baare being asked to
produce stories, poems and historical researchisridpic. Mr. Timmons has been working with thea@ 6 class on 3D
graphics of lighthouses, while Mr. Bohan has beerkimg on poetry based on our theme. | have beakingon the electrical
circuitry and physical structure of the lighthousgth the assistance of Ms. Hanratty and Mr. Scullyis work will contribute
to our display at the exhibition and | encourage §@get your child involved at home in making atribution by way of
writing, pictures, photographs or perhaps even dahlighthouse. This has been a real team effestiool and we would
really appreciate your support in this and alsoehapsee you at the exhibition to view our childsemork.

Christmas Pantomime

This year’s play “Sleeping Beauty’'s Dream” is mutticipated by the boys and girls. They are relegufeverishly and it
never ceases to amaze me how comfortable, confadehtompetent they are in public performanceok fforward to your
attendance and enthusiastic participation in oatgraime.

Carol Service

The annual carol service takes place on the evesfifigiday 18' December in Howth church. Those children partidijgpare
to attend the church for a final practice in themfoon of Friday 18 This means that, on completion of their playythkould
remain in school and bring a packed lunch. Theythin be transported to the church on the schasl Ghildren should be

collected at the church at 2.45pm.

Christmas Collections

A sincere thank you to all who contributed to thenygood causes promoted by school approachinGhhstmas period. Your
generosity in supporting St. Mary’s Hospital Baltgyst. Vincent de Paul’'s annual collection andRA& hampers is very
much appreciated.

Ice Skating & Pantomime

A great time was had by all at both these evenhtgas great to visit Dundalk Ice Bowl with the $tafid children from Junior
School and a particular “Thank You” to Ms. McGuioe co-ordinating this effort. The Panto was issial uproarious self, thor-
oughly enjoyed by all. It is most pleasing to ntitat, at both of these events, special mentiongign about the conduct and
maturity of all our children. It is nice to see tloghers outside of Sutton Park acknowledge thesditops in our children. Well
done boys and girls!



Tennis

Our best wishes go to Conor Reilly from Grade 6o\whs recently qualified for the Under 12 Natiohahnis finals to be held
in UCD. Conor informs me that this is the last lifovihave qualified from the whole country and obgigwvill provide him
with stiff competition. Conor is a wonderful allued sportsman and | am sure he will perform adrhyjrabd give a great
account of himself. Good luck Conor!

Dates For Your Diary

School finishes for Christmas at 11.45am on Tue@®yDecember

Second Term commence8 January 2010

Primary Science Fair Thursday™danuary 2010

Visit to National Sea Life Centre, Bray. Wednesda$} February

ACCORD group visit for “Relationship Programme.&fails and consent form to follow.

Finally, | thank you for your outstanding suppdihdness and generosity throughout this year te.ddtust you will have an
enjoyable and relaxing Christmas and | look forwi@rdeeing you in 2010.

Best wishes
Liam Burns

Junior School

Message from Geraldine McGuire, Junior School Priipal

Extended Day for Junior Infants

When the Junior Infant class returned from the teath break they began their longer school dayonger finishing at
1.15p.m. but continuing until 2.45p.m. when theeotbunior classes finish. The extended day allaws for the children to
engage in Montessori activities, spend time incthvaputer room, visit the library more often andjthe rest of the Junior
classes in our Wednesday Enrichment Programme.

Wednesday Enrichment Programme

Visits to the Hugh Lane, the National Gallery ahd €hester Beatty Library continued and were tyeatjoyed by all the
children who are always complimented on their behavand the level of interest level which theywho

Emlyn Jones, a past member of staff, has visitddlon a number of occasions and returned to theo$d¢o share his
enthusiasm for the Indian culture with us. Thedrgih watched a DVD that he had made of his mositedsit to Kandahar,
old Delhi and new Delhi. He brought several iterhiterest from the areas he had visited and tlidren had many questions
for him! Indian cuisine was prepared by a groupafents and enjoyed by all children and teachers.

The trip to the Dundalk Ice Dome was a great sicddaow it seems a very long journey for a fewatsaice skating but in fact
the journey time is not much longer than a drivte ithe city. The journey is well worth it, the iisein fantastic condition the
rink is huge and we are the only group on the ice.

There are many activities to look forward to in tieav year.



Play Area

A parent has given a donation of €10,000 which béllused with the funding already raised by the BRI drain, resurface and
upgrade the play area at the front of the schduk @onation will relieve the PTA of the need tseathe balance of money
needed. It is hoped that the work will be carrieti during the Christmas holidays.

Old Mobile Phones

There has been a great response to the appeddforobile phones and we will continue to colldatm in the new year. | will
let you know when we reach our target.

Charity Work

Now somewhat of a Christmas tradition, the childoédunior, Senior Infant and Grade 1 each provaeift for a child. These
toys are then distributed by the St Vincent de Raghnisation to families in need.

The children of Grades 2 & 3 made a donation towd#ind purchase of a variety of household goodsyarsical instruments for

the L’Arche community in Baldoyle. This is s comnityrreliant on donations who care for adults witkellectual and physical
disabilities in a family setting.

Christmas Concert

A wonderful concert rounded off the term with JunioBS&nior Infants combining their talents to predéshing for stars, Grade 1
presented Dick Whittington and Grades 2 & 3 preseatedisical version of A Christmas Carol.

A DVD of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior SchoGFsistmas presentations is available by order fvenonica in Reception.

New Year Diary

P.T.A Art Exhibition - the end of January
North Dublin Arts Festival - Feb 12
Global Feast - March 120 start the St Patrick’s Day Celebrations




